
COMPTON PLEDGECOMPTON PLEDGE
A COMMUNITY’S VISION FOR FREEDOM



• The wealthiest 1% in America own as much 
wealth as the bottom 99%, and the wealth, health 
and education gaps are widening. 

• COVID-19 relief programs such as the CARES Act 
excluded undocumented workers, formerly 
incarcerated people, and other non-tax filers. 

• Relatively small payments have been one-time 
and/or temporary. 

• In Compton, the public health crisis of COVID-19 
is linked to pervasive cyclical trauma and PTSD 
following decades of structural and systemic 
inequality evident in institutions which provide 
health, economic opportunities, law 
enforcement, education. 

THE PROBLEMTHE PROBLEM



• Deliver guaranteed income of $300 - $600 per month to 800 
residents of Compton who are below the poverty line for two years. 

• Provide access to financial and other services from community- 
based organizations. 

• Test more inclusive mechanisms for cash transfer delivery: no SSN 
or ITIN required.  

• Explore unanswered questions to guide guaranteed income policy 
implementation. 

• Reinforce the case for GI through investments in narrative change 
that debunk stereotypes.  

THE PLEDGETHE PLEDGE



Sept 2020  

• Community Advisory 
Council meetings 

• Payments portal 
development 

• Research design and 
consultation 

Dec 2020  

• Pre-pilot 

• Compton Pledge 
admin portal 
development 

Jan 2021 

• Official launch on MLK 
weekend:  

• 260 enrolled

Jan - March 2021 

• Rolling enrollment 
to hit 800 
participants 

• Regular reporting of 
data and 
testimonials

TIMELINETIMELINE





COMPTON PLEDGE

 PAYMENTS PORTAL
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COMMUNITY

 EMPOWERMENT
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Compton Pledge Community 
Advisory Council 

Over twenty leaders who regularly guide the 
design, implementation, and evaluation of the 

initiative. 

ORGANIZATIONS

 TAKE THE PLEDGE



LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP

AJA BROWN 
MAYOR OF COMPTON 

A national trailblazer, Mayor Brown’s ‘New Vision for 
Compton’ is a revitalization strategy centered on key 
principles that focus on family values, quality of life, 
economic development. She coordinates activities, 

connecting with community members, and ensuring 
accountability to all participants. 

JAMARAH HAYNER 
COMPTON PLEDGE CO-DIRECTOR 

Jamarah is the Executive Director of the Compton 
Community Development Corporation. Jamarah has 
supported Mayor Brown’s office for over 8 years. She 
is involved in the LA County Workforce Development 

Commission, Greater LA Area African American 
Chamber of Commerce (co-chair), Santa Monica 
Chamber of Commerce and Healthy Air Alliance.

NIKA SOON-SHIONG 
COMPTON PLEDGE CO-DIRECTOR 

Nika is the Executive Director of the Fund for 
Guaranteed Income and board member of One Fair 
Wage, working to establish the case for GI in the US 
and beyond. Nika has built experience in research 
and public policy at Oxford, Stanford, and within 

grassroots activists movements. She is a social 
projection and jobs consultant for the World Bank. 



“Our support for the Compton Pledge is as 
unwavering as our belief in the leadership. The 
Compton Pledge takes us one step closer to a 

world where Black people can live freely and 
thrive.” 

Gina Clayton | President, Essie Justice Group

“The Compton Pledge looks at the relationship 
between and amongst systems. It is building the 
infrastructure that communities need to be safe, to be 
whole  — to be dignified.” 
Alicia Garza | Co-Founder, BLM

“Guaranteed income is an urgent strategy for 
addressing the economic realities of racial 

injustice. I’m thrilled Mayor Brown and Compton 
are leading the way” 

Patrisse Cullors | Co-Founder, BLM 

“One Fair Wage takes the Compton Pledge because 
together we will radically alter this broken system. 
Let's build our future together.” 
Saru Jayaraman | President, One Fair Wage

“The Brotherhood Crusade is proud to take the 
pledge and support guaranteed income in the City 
of Compton “ 
Charisse Bremond Weaver | President, 
Brotherhood Crusade

“The National Council is fully in support of the 
Compton Pledge.  We’re looking very closely at 

this alchemy of leaders working with the people 
directly affected by the issues.”   

Andrea James | President, National Council 
for Formerly/Incarcerated  Women & Girls

SUPPORTERSSUPPORTERS



comptonpledge.org
@ComptonPledge
nika@f4gi.org 

THANK YOUTHANK YOU


