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Presentation abstract

Growth, Transportation, and Air Quality

The San Joaquin Valley is poised to receive a large percentage of California’s growth in the coming decades.  This growth will result in ever increasing amounts of vehicle travel and the need for massive transportation improvements to maintain a reasonable level of mobility.  If these mobility needs are addressed in a business as usual fashion, the result will be unacceptable in terms of loss of farmland, and damage to the environment, including air quality.  The government structures now in place do not seem able to develop effective solutions.  We have a 100-year-old system that is frozen in time, but we face problems that require a system that is every bit as innovative as California’s private sector.  What structural changes make sense?  What systemic changes will improve our ability to grow without destroying our way of life and the environment?

Do we really need separate agencies dealing with transit funding, local transportation measure funding programs, state and federal fund distribution, and major highway and rail projects?

Do county boundaries have any significance for people moving freely across them on a daily basis to commute and to obtain services?

Are cities and counties able to take a truly regional perspective on growth issues that have regional impacts?

Which special districts make sense and which have outlived their usefulness?
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