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Trends in Local Land Use Ballot Measures, 1986 - 2000

An analysis of city, county and statewide trends

By aggregating and mapping land use ballot measure totals, types, and results for California cities and counties over the last 15 years, we have begun to identify trends in local land use measures. Overall, preliminary findings reveal the following:
I. Statewide Results

1. Between 1986 and 2000, we identified 610 land use measures statewide, 660 including the November 2000 land use measures.

2. Most ballot measure activity occurred prior to 1990, with a significant drop in activity during the recession period of the 1990's. Activity is on the rise again.

3. Over the 15-year period, there have been more Slow-Growth measures on the ballot than Pro-Growth measures, and overall, Slow-Growth results have been more frequent than Pro-Growth results. 

II. Aggregate of City and Countywide Results

1. Aggregate ballot measure activity has historically been concentrated in the Bay Area, Metropolitan Los Angeles, and San Diego County. Over the 15-year period, San Diego had the most ballot measures (80), almost 20 more than the second highest region of activity, Los Angeles County (64). 

2. By aggregating counties into regions, Slow-Growth measures represent the most measures in all regions except the Central Valley and North Coast region. In Southern California, Slow-Growth measures represent more than double the number of Pro-Growth measures. In the San Diego region, however, Pro-Growth and Slow-Growth measure totals are similar.  

3. Slow-Growth results were more frequent in most regions, except for the North Coast region, the Upper Sacramento/Mountain Counties region, and San Diego County. Ballot measure results in Southern California and the Bay Area were significantly more Slow-Growth than Pro-Growth.

III. City and Countywide Results

1. Activity has been concentrated primarily in cities and counties of the Bay Area, Metropolitan Los Angeles, and San Diego County, with city ballot measure activity more tightly concentrated in the Bay Area region, compared to Southern California, where ballot measure activity is more spread out. Countywide measures are also highly concentrated in the Central Coast.

2. Both Slow-Growth and Pro-Growth measures have been concentrated in coastal communities, but Pro-Growth measures have generally been more spread out geographically. The findings are similar for measure results.

