Trends in Local Land Use Ballot Measures, 1986 - 2000

An analysis of city, county and statewide trends
By aggregating and mapping ballot measure totals, types, and results for California cities and counties over the last 15 years, we have begun to identify trends in local land use measures. 

· During our 15-year study period, there have been substantially more Slow-Growth measures on the ballot than Pro-Growth measures.

· Counting the results of all measures, the electorate has voted to limit growth 57% of the time. 

· Although the total number of local land use ballot measures has decreased since the high period of 1986 through 1990, ballot measures activity is on the rise again — especially this year. The San Francisco Bay Area has experienced substantial ballot measure activity since 1996.

· Ballot measure activity appears to correspond with periods of economic recession and prosperity in California. Ballot measure activity was greatest during the boom years of 1986 through 1990, subsided during the recession period of 1991 through 1995, and picked up as the economy strengthened from 1996 through 2000. Voters appear more willing to limit urban growth during times of economic prosperity.

· However, ballot results have not followed the same trend. Slow-Growth ballot victories have declined over time. From 1986 through 1990, the Slow-Growth position won 60% of the time. This figure dropped to 56% from 1991 through 1995, and it dropped further to only 50% from 1996 through March of 2000. This drop has occurred mostly because Pro-Growth measures have passed more often, not because Slow-Growth measures have failed more often.

· Overall, ballot measure activity in Southern California decreased by approximately half during our 15-year study period. The number of ballot measures also decreased in the Bay Area, but not as sharply as in the southern part of the state.

· City and countywide measures have been most common in urban coastal areas, and there has been minimal migration of land use ballot measures to other regions. In the Bay Area, ballot measures have historically concentrated in the East Bay and South Bay; however, activity has spread to the North Bay since 1996. In Southern California, ballot measure activity that was concentrated in Los Angeles and Orange counties during the 1986 to 1990 period has spread to Ventura and San Bernardino counties.

· San Diego and Los Angeles counties had the most ballot measures (when counting both city and countywide measures). Those two counties have accounted for nearly 22% of all local land use ballot measures in the state since 1986. The cities of San Francisco and San Diego had more land use ballot measures than any other cities. Contra Costa and San Luis Obispo counties had the most countywide ballot measures.

· Thirty-seven Urban Growth Boundary/SOAR-like measures have appeared on local ballots around the state since 1986, including 11 on the ballot in November of 2000. Of the 25 legitimate measures that appeared between 1990 and March 2000, only one failed. Twenty of the 37 measures have appeared in just two counties, Ventura and Sonoma. Six more have appeared in Alameda County.  

