


California’s Parking Cash-Out Law

• Employers must offer commuters the cash 

equivalent to any parking subsidy offered

• Only for leased parking spaces

• Only for firms with more than 50 

employees
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Cruising for underpriced curb parking

Suppose you want to park in Westwood for 1 hour.

Curb parking is $1 an hour.

Off-street parking is $3 for the first hour.

How long would you be willing to cruise for curb 

parking rather than pay the higher price for off-street 

parking?



CRUISING FOR PARKING

Share of Average

traffic search

Year City cruising time

(percent) (minutes)

1927 Detroit 19%

1927 Detroit 34%

1933 Washington 8.0

1960 New Haven 17%

1965 London 6.1

1965 London 3.5

1965 London 3.6

1977 Freiburg 74% 6.0

1984 Jerusalem 9.0

1985 Cambridge 30% 11.5

1993 Cape Town 12.2

1993 New York 8% 7.9

1993 New York 10.2

1993 New York 13.9

1997 San Francisco 6.5

2001 Sydney 6.5

2007 New York 28%

2007 New York 45%

2008 New York 3.8

Average 32% 7.8











Performance-based prices
Performance-based prices adjust over time to 

maintain a few vacant spaces.

The goal is to keep about 85 percent of the parking 

spaces occupied all the time.

About one curb space is vacant on each side of each 

block so that everyone can see that convenient 

parking is available everywhere.

Parking is both well used and readily available.





Redwood City parking ordinance
To accomplish the goal of managing the supply of parking and 
to make it reasonably available when and where needed, a 
target occupancy rate of eighty-five percent (85%) is hereby 
established.

The Parking Manager shall survey the average occupancy for 
each parking area in the Downtown Meter Zone that has 
parking meters. Based on the survey results, the Parking 
Manager shall adjust the rates up or down in twenty-five cent 
($0.25) intervals to seek to achieve the target occupancy rate.

Revenues generated from on-street and off-street parking 
within the Downtown Meter Zone boundaries shall be 
accounted for separately from other City funds and may be 
used only  . . .within or for the benefit of the Downtown Core 
Meter Zone.



Ventura parking ordinance

A program of managing on-street and off-street 

parking to achieve a 15% vacancy rate.

Using metered parking to achieve a vacancy rate of 

15% eliminates the need for time restrictions on 

those metered parking spaces.

All moneys collected from parking meters in this 

city shall be placed in a special fund, which fund 

shall be devoted exclusively to purposes within the 

geographic boundaries of the parking district from 

which the revenue is collected.



Performance parking in Washington, DC

Performance Parking Pilot Zone Emergency Act of 

2008

41,000-seat Nationals ballpark will open on March 30 

with only 1,300 new parking spaces.

The Mayor shall adjust parking meter rates to achieve 

10% to 20% availability of curbside parking spaces.

75% of the meter revenue will be returned to the 

metered neighborhood.







Get the prices right





































Parking is well used but readily available
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As our case is new, so must we think anew, 

and act anew.

Abraham Lincoln




